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” Have been tbld,fince T began this Sub- 
je, that I am-purſviog popular Ar- 
guments with an ill Deitgn, and that 

this Diſcourſe of ger ge» is calculated to 
moveEthe Rabble, ard raiſe the Mob againſt 
the Court, as if the Praftice of her Ma- 
Ffty' Houſhold was ruinous to Trade, and 
lp'd forward the Miſery of her Subjeits. 

1 am in this Paper ſubjetted to more. 
fooliſh OkjeAions than. any Man 1- belicvs 
ever met with'on any Publick Occaſion z and 
yet {o wuch Malice is mingle 
Folly of 'the ObjeRors, that there ſeems 
ſome Necelſlity to anſwer. . 

Generally all our Miftakes in Argyment, 

at leaſt ſuch as are nor wilful, ariſe from a 
wanc of diſtinguiſting Right of the Subj 
we are upon; and therefore. to make a juſt 
State of this Caſe, 1 muſt turn it ano- 
ther way. 

It is true that her Majeſty's Command for 
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with the ' 


regulating the Cuſtoms of Mourning in the - 
Koyal 'Houſhold, would be an al / 
Checque to this Misfortune,. and I have been 
Diſcoucſing .of it as the beſt, readieſt agd 
moſt dirett Step to relieve the immediate 
Difireſs which Trade ſuffers, and which the 
Poor feel in the Common Calamity of the - 
Publick ; but pray, Geatlemen, take this a—- 
long with.yuu too, that I no where ſay *tis 
the only way to cure it ; I grant her Ma- 
xfty can do it with the Breath of her Mouth, . 
but 1 muſt tell you, yon may do it your ſelves 


"if yuu pleaſe z and therefore there's 


for Mobbing the Goverament, and the Ca» - 
lumpy js meerly malicious, and indeed fo - 
erifling, that ic hardly requires any farther - 
Reply: However,fince I write toa carpiog; . 
captious Generation, and Evil is every day - 
ſuggeſted ont of the beſt deſign'd. p 
any Man can take, I ſhall go ga a - 
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in one Paper, more to tell the World how 
tey may do all this Work of them(clves, 
without lo much as putting her Majefty te 
che Trouble of taking any notice of it. 

[ confels my {clt very much of their Opi- 
nion who ſay, that all our Civil Mi(chiefs 
lie at our own Door, 1 do; not deny particu- 
lar Exceptions 0 this, as to moſt General 
R::1eSz but in the Cale before me it is very 
<:munirably ([!!C, 

Here we ciy out of the Publick Grie- 
vance upon the occaſion of Mourning, and 
not without Gaiiſe, as has been plainly 
made out ; but where lics the Fatt ? [ have 
indecd talk'd of your Addrefſhing and re- 
pretenting the Grievance to her Majefty, 
and "ris the righe way; but without this 
1 am now upon, your Addreſs imports 
no more than to dcelire her Maj-fty that her 
Royal Command, may bs itſued out to 
prevenc her Subjetts being Fools. 

Was ever a more prepofterous Folly ſeen 
in the World? Wearc all convinc'd that a 
Pubiick Mourning is raincus and d-ſtruftive 
ro Trade; and whence comes it to pals? The 
Queen lays nv Iujunciioa vpon the People 
to wear Black, tie Civiliiics and Cere- 
monies of Courts, vublige the Queen and 
the Houſhold to go into Mourning ; but 
what's this to the General H-ad of Trad: ? 
*Tis imitating this in fhe general abit in 
the Nation is the Evil ; and whote Fault, 
whoſe At and Decd is that 7 Is it nct your 
own ? Do you nut defiroy your ſolves, and 
ſtab the very Vitals of yeur Trade, in fol- 
lowing the.E2a:! pie of thofe you have YL 
mapncr of reaſon to imitate, aud that do 
not deiire you. to 7 itate them ? 

'Tiz true, Cuium makes i: indec<nt 
to go tv Covrt jn Colours, «ken the 


Court is in Black 3 but Cuftorn, again can 


alter th2t Indecency : And ITE net 
Trade, and the Grncral Intereſt alter that 
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that we will fall intoa Faſhion, tho' it be en- 
tirely DeftruQive to our Country, Pernici- 
ous to. Trade, and Ruinous to the Poor. 

] formerly took leave to be alittle merry 
with this matter, tho'.the Subje@ Is really 
Melancholy, that at the ſame time. that . 
we find a G:neral Complaint of the Leſs of 
our Trade, by reaſon of the Mournings, 
we find the very Tradeſmen that complain, 
and their Familics all in black ; why really 
Gentlemen, if you will do ſo, right or ' 
wrong, never complain of the Decay of 
your Trade, never ferd your Petitions to the 
Parliament, or your -Addreſs to the Queen ; 
for why ſhould you trouble her Majerty for 
that which you can bring to'paſs without 
it f 

[f Fou will have the Afﬀair check'd, .de- 
fire the Weavers jn Spit]: Fields, &c, to 
draw up a Petition to the Mercers on Lud- 
gate-Hill, and the Lady-makers in Pater- 
K«ſter- Row, &c. to wear no Black , noc to 
go in Mourning theniſclves, and tollow a 
deſtrutive Mode that rujacs Trade ; from 
thence let them go to the Turky-Merchants, 
Throfters and Silk-men, and petition them, 
to let their Wives and Daughters go out 
of .Movrning, that they may not put their 
own hands to the Ruine of the Silk Manu- 
fatture. 

Lec them then remind the Nobility and 
Gentry, That it ManufaQtures die, and 
Trade decays, Wool will be a Drug ; the 
Tenanis cannot pay Rent, and their Eftates 
mutt tink of Courſe : One General RefieRi- 
on upon the fatal Conſequences of theſe 
things, would make the whole Nation Ab- 
jure Black, and relolve to go no more in- 
ro Mourning, hardly upon private Occa- 
lions. | 

Were there a Plague in the Nation, and 


Mhovld fore $kilful Phylician give it as his 


Opinicn, Trtat there was ſome poiſonoys 
Contagious Efflurium in the Drug, with 
which the Black was died, which, being 
worn on rhe Body, endanger 'd the Health, 
and ſubjpztied us to an Inteftion, how uni- 
verially wew'd all People throw by their 
Pl2ack Cloaths, and ftiun the "Company 
of any that did not, as a Perſon intz&Q- 
cd and dangerous. ; 

Wy really, Gentlemen, there is a me 

t 
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ta! Contagion in this Unhappy Colour, 
that is Fatal to our Trade; the Proſperity 
of which, is the Health of the Nation 
and will you not ſhun the InfeAion ? Tis 
in your Power to ftop the ſpreading of 
this Diſcaſe, and Check the Influence of it 
upon the wh#ledNation, and the Difficulty 
is nothing but throwing off your Black 
Cloaths, 

What need you be concer'nd for what 
the Court Wears, or all thole that are,or 
would be thought to belong to it ? the Ha- 
bits of the Royal Hovpſhold V.iy every 
Month, or as often as the Superiour Di- 
region appoints, but the Cuſtum of going 
all like the Court, has nothing jn it but 
meer Contagion, and a fatal Malignaacy as 
to Trades ; and if you Harbour the In- 
fcetion, your Trade will and muſt Dye of 
the Plague, 

I could be very Tlealant here upon the 
Vanity of our People, in being willing te 
be thought to have ſome Bufinels at Court, 
or to know how all was Tranſatted there ; 
but as this is Remote to the preſent Caſe, 
and too Diverting, L omit it. 

You ſee the Grievance is of your own 
Creating, the Plague is begun in your own 
Fawilics; Cure it there firſt, 1 dare ſay, 
the M:iznitude of Trade, and its dependen- 
Cir> arc luch, and ſo conſiderable, that the 
Peopl- are able, by Univerſal Regulations, 
to Govern Trade; and if all that are con- 
cern'd in Trade, or concern'd fer it, would 
ſc, their Hands to Reform the Prattice, 
the Work would he done, -and chere would 
be, no need to give Her Majeſty the 
Trouble of an Addreſs. 

Nor is it needful to Preſcribe Methods 
how this may done ; I confeſs we are in 
England a Nation of no manner of Con- 
cert; no General Underſianding or Con- 
junction of Intereft, and ſo no Univerſal 
immediate Conſent, can be expetted in a- 
ny thing for Publick Good 5 but methiaks 
ſomething might be contriv'd, W make a 
Woman Laugh'd at, that was ſeen in 
Black Cloaths, Cloſe Mourning excepted ; 
ann Gat is ' not pleaſant enough to be 

I cannot think of Propoſing, to have the 
Mob throw Dirt or Stones at the] Ladies; 
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peculiarly Odious and Uoplcaſant to the 
? is it not enough to make it hatefyl 
viz. That it will Ruine our Trade 
methinks a Nation ſo involy'd in Trade 
this is, ſhould want no Excitings 

great a Work, and which by but a 

of Cuftom, would turn the whole Scale of 
Trade in ſuch a Prodigious Manner $ you 
Cry out of the Faſhion ; Pray, -——_— 
what Fafhion do you go in your ſelves, 
how docs it become a Faſhion ? Letus ex- 
amine this Matter, and if the Tradeſmen 
are tound Authors, or Promoters of the 
Grievance, let us contider who they ought 
to Blame. 

There are in this City and its Adjacen- 
cies, without troubling. Pulitical Arithme- 
tick, 5cooo Families that depend wpon 
Trade; tho' every one of, theſe Families, 
are not immediately dependent upon that 
part of Trade, which js dire(tly concern'd ' 
in the: Wearing Party yet all Branches of 
Trade haye ſuch a Cunnexion of latereſ, 
that no conſiderable part can ſuffer, with- 
out Jnfluencing others ;z and 1 thidk there 
needs no Explication of that Aﬀertion, or 
to tell the World, that if a Thouſand Mer- 
cers, Lacemen, Milliners, &c. decay, al 
the Families, who Labour under them 
Decay, and all the Trades that theſe deale 
with, feel the want of that Trade, their 
uſcal Expence occaſlion'd. 

If in this City, aad its Adjacent parts, 
50000 Families depend on Trade ; I affirm, 


that thoſe 50000 Families, reſolving for the 


Publick Advantage of Trade, to Wear no 
Black Cloths, nor to Trade with any that 
do, are are able by ſuch a Concert, 
to Govern the Faſhion it (elf, and Sup- 
preſs the Miſchief. 

I might proceed to other Agreements 
in Trade, and a Qaivrerfal Crying down 
the Wearing of Black among the 3 
That the Dyers ſhould agree to die no 
Black Cloth, StuF, Wool, or Silk z; the 
Weavers to Weave none for ſoch a » 
or for ſo many has ; ca —_ who _ 
ing doſely concern'd- in & .0 
this Cuftom, leave it off end aces 
lay out none of their Money with aa 


